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JOHN NATHAN-TURNER 

”T"alking about the long-awaited 

1 Season Twenty-Three, John 

1 stated initially: "1 don't want to 
reveal too much about it, because 1 
think it would spoil it after a long 

Producer John 
Nathan-Turner made time 
in his busy schedule 
recently to talk to DWM's 

Was the unprecedented introduc- 

ter of Melanie last July, because that's 

break. It is essential to hold some 
surprises up our sleeves!" 

John did confirm, however, that it 
will be a fourteen-episode season, 
made up of three stories, two four- 
parters, and one six-parter. Asked why 

Penny Holme, about the 
new season and future 
projects... 

John is unsure yet whether Peri's 

when we started commissioning 
scripts. And obviously for any artist 
there's not much point in starting 
seeing them in July if you're not about 
to start using them until twelve months 
later. So 1 didn't really set my mind to 

Controller." John went into more de- 

Robert Holmes, and directed by 
Nicholas Mallett, the second is written 
by Philip Martin, sees the return of Sil, 
and is directed by Ron Jones, and that 
will be the end of Peri." 

promised that it will "certainly be 
poignant". 

Chris Clough will direct the final 

"This is his first Doctor Who and will 
introduce Bonnie Langford as 

"1 was having a meeting with the 
agent Barry Burnett, and he said, 'Is 

ion?' and 1 said, 'You have a client who 

described it, but 1 don't know if she'd 




be interested, or whether it's really a 
g(X)d idea or not.' He said, 'Who's 
that?' and I said, 'Bonnie'." 

Burnett talked to Bonnie, who was 
interested, John "thought some more 
about it, and we met up in December, 

Might not Bonnie still be associated 
with the spoilt Violet Elizabeth Bott, a 

Ham ten years ago, or with her more 
recent variety image, in some people's 
minds? Did John think her image 
would be a problem in any way? "No, 
Bonnie is a terrific little actress, and 
anybody who has seen Peter Pan in the 


television or theatre." 

Why had John kept the information 
about a new companion secret until 
recently? John explained, "If it had 
been announced this time last year, it 
would have been a very foolhardy 
exercise. At least this way, we are 
building up to the season now, and the 
information is starting to come 
through." 

John confirmed that they will start 
recording in April, but would not 
reveal when exactly it will be back on 


are bound to put on weight." 

John hopes to overcome the difficul¬ 
ty by incorporating it into the script. 
"The new character, Melanie, will 
chide the Doctor about being slightly 
overweight, and because she's a 

age him to adopt a similar healthy way 

Has John any plans to introduce 
another companion in the new sea¬ 
son? "No, definitely not." 

Asked whether perhaps the Master 
might make a reappearance, John ex¬ 
plained: "I don't think so with the 
shorter season. Although I'm very fond 



think of myself as ambitious 
in casting terms." 

think of myself as ambitious in 

etENzXTh!"®' 

Ithough John does not feel that the 
rduction of Bonnie will specifical- 
leighten the comedy content of 

reen Melanie and the Doctor will 
nuch more 'humour-based' than 
of the Doctor and Peri. But, John 
;d, "there will be the odd little 
I, and fun and teasing rather than 
ling." 

id this mean that he felt the Doctor 
Peri had become too bitchy with 
1 other? John thought not, although 
igreed, "There is a problem that 
ers face in terms of the show, 
:h is that the initial TARDIS scene 
veen the companion and the Doc- 
s inevitably preoccupied with its 

ig and why you're going there and 
irth, in order to lay the foundations 
particular story. One obvious way 

1 a writer will lapse into unneces- 
conflict in order to get that in¬ 


"I think that probably this 


season now and the 
information is starting to c 






JOHN MATHAN-TURNER 



So does John envisage staying on if 
the series continues? 


"I haven't come to any firm deci¬ 
sion, although I think that probably 

John revealed that he is "working on 
various other projects, ranging from a 
glamorous soap opera to one or two 
period ideas," but is always interested 
in, "working on shows which have a 
healthy audience." 

He added: "Much as I enjoy BBC2 

don't appeal to me to work on, but all 
the ideas I'm working on have the 

very popular." 

john went on to explain that during 
the eighteen-month hiatus, it was busi¬ 
ness as usual in the Doctor Who 
Production Office. Strangely enough, 
"The hiatus seems to have provoked 

before, and we seem to be issuing 

As well as spending time with BBC 
Enterprises okaying possible Who 
merchandise, which John feels "must 
echo what we are doing in the prog¬ 
ramme," he took the opportunity for a 
couple of much n«ded holidays. 

book, this time on companions. He 
described the book, which comes out 
in the summer, as being, "rather like 
the original book, [TARDtS Inside 
Out), which was my impressions and 
anecdotes about working with the 
Doctors, this one concentrates on the 
companions I have worked with. 

"Inevitably, those I devised occupy 
a large portion of the book, and others 

it's not the definitive book of compan¬ 
ions, but impressions and anecdotes.” 

Reactions to his first book have been 
favourable, especially in the States, 
where, "It was released in September, 
and a reprint was ordered in Novem- 

"In some ways, there is more 
imagination at American 
conventions." 

During 1985, john attended several 
conventions in the States, as well as in 

conventions are very different from 
British ones, in the sense of being 


"1 think they are different because of 
the difference between inhabitants of 

is more imagination at American con¬ 
ventions. They traditionally have a 
costume contest, and usually there are 
some stunning and accurate home- 

"I remember one convention I went 
to where I think they had a monster 
competition, and nobody was allowed 
to spend more than five dollars on their 
costume, and there were some amaz¬ 
ing ones, made up of hotel towels and 
toilet rolls ... So there is a bit more 


"I think many people have 
forgotten what attracted them 
to the programme in the first 

Moving across to the delicate area of 
difficult fans, does John consider that 





re 'hysterical' areas of 
really help the prog- 
ilienating more ordin- 



"Yes, I think there's part of that, that 
fandom fairly recently has taken a turn 
for the worse. I think that many people 
have forgotten what attracted them to 
the programme in the first place. 

"Now that's not to say that I don't 
think criticism is valid, but it seems 
that odd areas of fandom have decided 
to get extremely bitchy toward indi¬ 
viduals who are just doing a job." 

"Personally, I've been in and out of 
fashion so often for the last seven years 
that it's just water off a duck's back, but 
some people have been extremely hurt 
by the kind of letters and articles 
published. 

"There are one or two magazines 
that were drawn to my attention in the 
last eighteen months, that have the 
most remarkably tasteless senses of 
humour, dealing with jokes about 
actors and other people connected 
with the programme who have passed 


"I Stopped doing interviews 
during the hiatus." 

He added: "At the same time, I am 
sympathetic to the fact that if you are a 
fan of the programme and it is taken 

there is a great deal of disappointment. 

I don't think it should be echoed in 

John admits to having been annoyed 
in the past when fanzines have "more 
often than not, taken something out of 
context" that he has said and put it 

to a question, "which does alter the 
emphasis." 

He commented, "I stopped doing 
interviews during the hiatus, one, be¬ 
cause I felt there wasn't very much to 
talk about, but also because I felt that it 

al press coverage of Who has been 
very fair: "we have an excellent rap¬ 
port with Fleet Street, and to date I 
don't think there's been any damaging 

series returning after Season Twenty- 
Three? 

He commented: "At this moment in 
time. I'm completely optimistic about 

added, "1 think we all feel refreshed 
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Tne iiunai orgaiusation remamea vmuaiiy me same, aitnougn, 

naturally enough, most of the names first associated with the 

society have moved on to new pastures. At the centre of 
operations is an Executive, composed of departments, which 

Fandom is a very special area of the Doctor Who world - it can 
bring great rewards and great drawbacks. It is undoubtedly both 

time- and money-consuming, and there is also an irritating amount 

and at the centre of it all the Co-Ordinator, whose ta^ it is to 

ensure the smooth running of the whole operation. He also liaises 

vrith the BBC and other outside bodies, and is in many ways the 

complain but don't like to do anything about the object of their 

Cliques form as easily and as quickly as they do in any other 


CONVENTIONS 
























































































































































FRANK BELLAMY - Selected Doctor Who 
illustrations, introduction and a commentary 
by his son, David. 

































Doctor IVho has always 
been a predominantly 
video taped production, 
with Spearhead From 
Space the only story 
made entirely on film. 

Nevertheless, location 
filming has played an 
important part in the 
series, with its 
advantages of realism, 
and locations as diverse 
as Hammersmith and 
Lanzarote. 

Richard Marson 
explores the delights 
and difficulties of going 
on location over the 
years. 
























































































Panopticon 


VII 


South Kensington London 
September 6th and 7th 1986 


A Doctor Who Convention which will celebrate ten years of the DOCTOR WHO APPRECIATION 
SOCIETY. Over two days, actors, producers, directors, and many other people associated with the 
programme, both past and present, will be attending this event. 

Among the various attractions are. Guest panels. Autograph sessions. Cabaret, Dealers room, and 
much more, if you are a fan of Doctor Who you cannot afford to miss this event. 


If you wish to register for this event the following rates apply. 


DWAS Members 

One day Registration UK £ 14.00 

One day Registration US $25.00 

Two day Registration UK £25.00 

Two day Registration US $50.00 


Non-Members 

£16.50 

$30.00 

£29.00 

$60.00 


Full details, including travel, accommodation, and cabaret details will be sent to you with your con¬ 
firmation of registration. Please ENCLOSE AN SAE with your cheque/po which should be made pay¬ 
able to; THE DOCTOR WHO APPRECIATION SOCIETY. Please DO NOT send cash, registrations to; 


DWAS Event Registration Otfice, 
21, Norwich Road, 

Exwick Exeter, 


Ciosing Date tor Registrations 
23rd August 1986 



For information on joining 
the Doctor Who Apprecia¬ 
tion Society, please write to; 
The Co-ordinator 
Tony Jordan 
57 Oidfield Lane 
Greenford 
Middlesex 


I wish to register for PANOPTICON VII on the following date(s) 

SATURDAY 6TH SEPTEMBER 1 YBdCH SUNDAY 7TH SEPTEMBER 1 PBdlUI 
I enclose a cheque/postal order for£ /$ (made payable to DWAS) 




Address . 

OFFICE USE 


C 


Membership number if applicable. 

P 
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ivhole season but the postpone¬ 
ment pul pay to that. Now both 
ictress and production team 
think it’s time for a change, 

the part - something which she 
jnderstandably wishes to avoid 
in view of her career. 

It is not yet known how Nico¬ 
la will bow out, although it is 
predicted to be both exciting 





THE DOCTOR REGENERATES - 
US-STYLE 

T he Chicago Convention of 1985 was the scene 
of the first appearance of Roger Muelier, the 
actor chosen to portray the Doctor in the 
stage play, Doctor Who - The Inheritors of Time. 

The play, by John Ostrander, is planned to premiere on 14th 
May in Chicago and fans at the convention showed great 
interest in the project. 




^^Twenty-Third sea- 
k^^son is a four-part 
script from Robert 
Holmes. It carries the in¬ 
triguing working title of 
The Mysterious Planet 
and is to be directed by a 
newcomer to the series, 
Nicholas Mallett, whose 
previous credits include 
segments of the BBC’s 
popular EastEnders and 
the drama series Black 


the programme. 

Finally the six-parter prom- 

sion to this season. The stories 
will be made in order of broad- 


^^just reached e 
kJ the Doctor 
Magazine. Story tw 


league Matthew Robinson : 
director on EastEnders. 
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THE DALEKS 


There is no living soil - just dust and 
ashes. But even so flowers of a sort are 
growing . . 

UNIMAGINABLE HORROR 

The second Doctor Who adventure, 

The Daleks (also known as The Dead 

Planet, which is perhaps more fit- _ _ 

ting), was what really popularised dren, who wer 
the series in the public mind. Many mutated agony i 

people say that it was the first story, '- 

simply because that was the point 
when most started watching. Casual 
viewers were entranced by the open- 


TARDIS. (T 
ed in Doctor' 


ind drift back to , 


y night in 1963, a 
Christmas. The 
ime serial Doctor 


they were m 




Doctor 


discerning 


almost pitiful 


forgotter 


remembers very clearly 
they had on him at the 
; of eight: "The Daleks 
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